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“In the Early Years Foundation
Stage, well-trained staff are highly
knowledgeable about how children
learn and expertly motivate and
engage with them during activities.”
King’s House ISI Inspection Report 2016

2

WELCOME
Children join us at King’s House Nursery in the
Caterpillar Class in the term of their third birthday.
In the September following their third birthday they will
move up to the Butterfly Class.
At King’s House Nursery we aim to foster a happy and
relaxed atmosphere where young children learn to
relate to one another and to adults through play-based
activities, laying the foundations for independence and
learning.
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Meet our Team
We have a well-qualified team of Early Years practitioners working across the two classrooms. The
Caterpillar team is led by Mrs Michelle Hughes and the Butterfly team by Mrs Sam Robinson. We operate a
key carer system so that every child has an allocated key carer who keeps a special eye on that child’s
development and pastoral needs.
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Parent Partnership
“In the EYFS, the strong, cohesive staff team is
an outstanding feature of the setting”
King’s House ISI Inspection Report 2016

A close partnership between King’s House and you as parents and carers is fundamental to everything we do. We have an open door
policy: good communication between home and school is essential and we can always arrange a phone call or an appointment when
needed. We use an app called Seesaw to send home photographs and observations, and as a tool to share information. It also allows
you as parents to share photographs and information from home so we start to build a picture of each child.
The Early Years Foundation Stage steps provide a rounded picture of your child’s learning and development. You will have the
opportunity to hear about your child’s progress at parents meetings (Caterpillar Class in your child’s first term, Butterfly Class in the
Autumn and Summer terms). Parents are encouraged to communicate any concerns as soon as possible to Nursery staff or the Head
of Nursery.
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What is the Early Years
Foundation Stage?
The earliest years in a child’s life are absolutely critical. Next to a loving and
stable home environment, high quality early years education is one of the most
important factors in a child’s development. The Early Years Foundation Stage
(EYFS) launched in 2008 and was last updated in September 2021 to provide
nurseries and Reception classes with a strong curriculum and clear guidelines on
early years education.
The curriculum focuses on three prime areas which are the foundation for
children’s ability to learn and develop healthily: personal, social and
emotional development; communication and language; and physical
development. Beneath these are four specific areas of learning where
these skills are applied: literacy, mathematics, expressive arts and design
and understanding the world.
At King’s House we are strong advocates of the EYFS; the Nursery Caterpillar
and Butterfly classes and Reception classes all adhere to the EYFS curriculum.
The Nursery offers a free-flow provision with a balance of adult-led and childinitiated activities. Learning occurs through play-based activities throughout the
whole Nursery, both indoors and outdoors.
For more information on the EYFS see link below:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attac
hment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf

THREE PRIME
AREAS OF
LEARNING
We place a huge emphasis on the three prime
areas; Personal, Social and Emotional
Development, Communication and Language and
Physical Development. These are the
fundamental skills children require to enable
them to access all areas of the curriculum.
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“In the EYFS, the
children’s personal
development is
excellent.”
King’s House ISI Report 2016
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
The Nursery provides opportunities for children to develop
confidence through building strong relationships with both
staff and peers. Children learn to work and play, to cooperate and respond positively to each other in a close and
friendly environment. The children learn our class is happy
when we have gentle hands, we share, we listen to each other
and use kind words.

COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

The Nursery provides opportunities for children to develop
and extend their communication skills through daily activities.
Circle times and interactive story times focus on developing
listening skills, promoting understanding and communication.
Role-play, small world activities, library time and practical
experiences all allow children to expand their vocabulary and
to develop in this area. In Butterfly Class children are
introduced to the French language in a weekly circle time
with our specialist French teacher. Weekly Philosophy
sessions give children the opportunity and confidence to ask
questions through discussion, where no answer is right or
wrong.

With the extensive use of the two playgrounds, children are
encouraged to be active and develop their skills of coordination, control and movement. In the indoor environment
children learn to handle equipment and tools effectively with
daily activities to promote fine motor skills. A positive
attitude towards a healthy and active way of life is also
emphasised. Both classes benefit from weekly yoga sessions
and Butterfly Class have weekly PE taught by specialist
members of staff.
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Four Specific Areas of Learning
The specific areas include essential skills and knowledge. They grow out of prime areas, and provide important contexts for learning.
Specific areas include essential skills and knowledge for children to participate successfully in society.

1. LITERACY
Children are introduced to songs and rhymes from an early age in the Nursery. They are encouraged to join in with repeated refrains and
anticipate key events in familiar stories. Books are readily available for children to enjoy and share with a friend or there is always an adult on
hand to read a favourite story. Anima phonics, a specialist phonics programme, is taught in the Butterfly Class and in Reception, introducing
children to the 42 phonic sounds of the English language through a multi-sensory approach. Early mark-making skills and fine motor control
are promoted through a wide range of activities.

2. MATHEMATICS
Mathematical confidence and understanding are promoted through stories, songs, games and imaginative play so that children enjoy using
and experimenting with numbers, calculations, shapes and measures. We have a maths mastery approach ensuring children learn the
essential problem solving skills needed as they move through their time at school.

Four Specific Areas of Learning
3. UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD
Children are given the best opportunity to effectively develop their knowledge and understanding of the world through a wide range of topics and
themes, using the school environment to stimulate learning. Children are encouraged to become aware of similarities and differences in relation to
places, objects, materials and living things. They learn to take an interest in their own family and the local environment. Technology plays an
increasingly important role in all our lives and children are introduced to a range of simple equipment and early coding toys. Specialist Computing
teaching in Butterfly Class introduces the children to early coding skills and functional skills on the iPads and interactive whiteboard.

4. EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN
All children are encouraged to participate in different creative activities included 2D and 3D art, music, drama and imaginative play. Children are
given time to explore new ideas with different media and materials, investigating a variety of tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design,
texture and form. A specialist music teacher takes weekly sessions in Caterpillar and Butterfly classes. Children learn a repertoire of songs and
dances. Caterpillar Class perform a Spring Concert and the Butterfly Class perform a popular Nativity play and end of year leaver’s performance.
Butterfly Class have regular drama workshops with our specialist drama teacher.

Travelling to Nursery
Our Terms and Conditions (Condition 23, Travelling to School) refer to our commitment to the local community to implement a no car policy at the
Nursery:
“Princes Road is a residential street running parallel to King’s road with narrow access at both ends. There is limited parking for residents in the street and
no parking bay at the Nursery. Under the School’s Travel Plan approved by the London Borough of Richmond upon Thames, parents of Nursery children
who must drive must not drop off or collect children by car from Princes Road. Failure to adhere to the Travel Plan will result in the School immediately
contacting the parent concerned and repeated failures may result in the child’s place at the Nursery being reviewed by the Head and/or the Chair of the
Board of Governor’s.”

In the spirit of our Travel Plan, we encourage parents wherever possible to walk or use public transport in order to bring children to Nursery and take them
home. If driving is essential, there are visitor’s parking bays in King’s Road and Queens Road which may be used. These are free up until 10am although you
will need to pay after 10am, via phone or the RingGo App.
The aims of our School Travel Plan are to:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Implement a no car policy at the Nursery.
Promote healthy attitudes in our pupils.
Ensure the safety of our pupils at drop off and collection points.
Develop an effective stop and drop system at the Junior Department in King’s Road for those with older siblings who have to use cars.
Maintain good relations with our neighbours and ensure their safety and the safety of their families.

Travelling to Nursery
There is easy access to the Nursery via bus and train routes and
there are marked cycle paths on the main road at the bottom of
King’s Road.
If you need to drive your children to Nursery, please use the visitor
bays in and around King’s Road and Queen’s Road to drop off and
collect children. Payment for parking is only required after 10am via
phone or the RingGo App.
We are provided with a very limited number of parking permits by
the local authority, which are only available for parents living out of
postcode. Please contact the Nursery for more information.

Details are overleaf of bus and train routes and marked cycle paths.

Buses:
371 runs between Kingston and
Richmond

TRAINS
TUBE
BUSES
371, 493

337 runs between Richmond, Sheen
Road, Barnes and Putney
BUSES
Sheen Road
33, 337, 493

493 runs between Richmond, Barnes,
Roehampton, Putney Heath, Southfields
and Wimbledon
33 runs from Hammersmith through
Teddington, Twickenham and through
Richmond to Barnes
Trains/Tube:
Richmond Station is serviced by the
District tube, Overground and South
West Trains. Full details from
journeyplanner.tfl.gov.uk

BUS
Kings’ Road
371

Get in Touch
King’s House Nursery
The Old School House
Princes Road
Richmond
TW10 6DQ
020 8948 5655
nursery@kingshouseschool.org
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