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WELCOME TO OUR NURSERY

Welcome to King’s House Nursery and thank you for your interest. I imagine that 
you have already looked at our website. Perhaps you are about to visit our Nursery.  

In this prospectus we want to share with you a deeper level of detail about the 
aspects and characteristics of our Nursery which make us an exceptional choice for 
the first steps in your child’s education 

We are an educational Nursery where girls and boys are taught and supported by a team of 
highly experienced staff. We want the very best for your child and we strive to give every child 
the opportunity to flourish and grow in a safe, nurturing environment. As a result, we are proud of 
our Nursery and of our happy, self-confident, thoughtful children who respect each other and the 
wonderful surroundings they share.

We prepare our boys for their journey through King’s House and our girls for their future schools. 
We enjoy good relationships with a broad range of next stage schools for our girls which makes the 
transition from our Nursery a very smooth process.  

I hope our prospectus will help you to discover and fully understand the wealth of experiences 
which make King’s House Nursery such a special place. 

Jane O’Brien
Head of Nursery
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JOINING OUR NURSERY

Most of our families come to us through a personal recommendation; it is  
very reassuring to know we enjoy such a good reputation in the community. 

VISITING US

We say it is never too early to start investigating nurseries. Your choice of nursery will have a 
profound impact on the future of your child’s education. We often show pregnant mothers around 
our Nursery, but ideally we recommend that families make contact with us by the time their child 
reaches 12 to 18 months of age.

Our Registrar, Mrs Sally Bass, will be the first point of contact and she will arrange a tour of our 
Nursery. For parents of boys this will be in a small group of 3-4 families and be part of a wider  
King’s House School Visitor Morning. For parents of girls this will be a personal tour with Mrs Jane 
O’Brien, the Head of Nursery. Boys and their parents are also welcome to sign up for a personal tour.  

We welcome children into the Nursery in the term of their third birthday. Our Caterpillar group is  
for children aged 3 and our Butterfly class is for children aged 4. Children in Caterpillars attend 
morning sessions only. Children in Butterflies have the option to stay for afternoon sessions four 
times a week. 

Some of our children have attended day care previously, but for most starting at our Nursery will  
be their first time away from home. This is bound to create anxieties for both parents and children. 
We work hard to reduce these anxieties and make starting nursery a stress free and joyous occasion 
for our families. 
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JOINING OUR NURSERY

HOW YOU CAN PREPARE

Parents often ask how they can prepare their child for Nursery. One of the key skills needed is 
independence in the bathroom. We will work closely with parents to get this absolutely right but if 
the process of toilet training has started at home it will be make it less challenging for your child.  
Our bathrooms are designed to be child-friendly and are located right next to the classrooms. 

Drinking from a cup without a lid is another skill we would encourage parents to develop in their 
child before they start nursery. Peer learning is a great tool and our highly experienced staff will 
guide and reassure your child to make sure they feel comfortable in all aspects of Nursery life.

STARTING AT THE NURSERY

In the term preceding their child’s start, parents attend an Information Evening. This is an 
opportunity for us to get to know you and your child and for you to meet other parents. This is 
always a popular evening and we know that our international parents, who might be new to the area, 
are especially pleased to have the opportunity of meeting other parents. 

A child’s journey at King’s House Nursery starts very gently. On their first day with us, we offer a 
Stay and Play session lasting one hour. Parents stay with their children for the whole time and we 
are always delighted to see large number of Dads on this occasion.  This session is all about families 
exploring the Nursery together.

On their second day with us, children stay for two hours thereby slowing building up their time to a 
full morning session. Most children settle quickly. For the very few who find it more difficult, we take 
a bespoke, tailored approach to helping them find their feet.  

We get asked a lot about separation anxiety. The staff at King’s House Nursery are hugely 
experienced in dealing with children who are anxious about their parents leaving them and parents 
who are anxious about leaving their children. We have numerous strategies for helping children and 
parents to deal with this. Be assured that we will always call you if your child takes longer than usual 
to settle one day.

“The way they treated 
our son in the first few 

days was over and above 
what we thought other 
nurseries would have 

done. One teacher came 
running down the street 
to tell us that he was OK. 
After that we wouldn’t go 

anywhere else.”
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STRUCTURE AND PROVISION 

We have two year groups in our Nursery: Caterpillars for children aged 3  
and Butterflies for children aged 4. 

A TYPICAL DAY IN CATERPILLARS

Children in the Caterpillar group arrive Nursery at 8.45am. The door will stay open until 9.00am
but we don’t mind if you arrive after that. It is more important for you and your child to have a calm 
start to the day than be rushing to meet a deadline. 

The morning starts with free flow activities, either adult led or child initiated. At 9.45am we ring a 
gentle bell which is our signal to tidy up together as a team. 

We then move on to our mats for Circle Time. Many of our children will never have had to sit like this 
before but they learn quickly and very soon are focussed and excited about what they are going to 
learn. This time is spent in various ways: it might be number focus, talking about our topic of the 
week, enjoying musical movement, yoga and Smart Moves. 

Snack time is an important moment in our morning. Our nominated Biscuit Helpers help the staff to 
serve the snacks. Staff and children sit together at tables to enjoy their mid-morning snack which 
encourages courtesy and manners. We clear up together as a team which is a valuable part of the 
children’s learning of what it is like to be a part of a group.

We then spend time outside in the playground. The morning finishes with a story back in the 
classroom and the children are dismissed at 11.45am. 

During their time in Caterpillars our children will learn the importance of being focused, listening to 
others and being independent.
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STRUCTURE AND PROVISION 

A TYPICAL DAY IN BUTTERFLIES

The children in Butterflies arrive at Nursery at 8.40am. The door will stay open until 9.00am. 

The morning starts with free flow activities. There might be phonics going on one table, a creative 
activity on another, or the children will be role playing or using the building blocks. In the side room 
quieter activities take place. Here children might settle down to do a jigsaw puzzle, look at a book or 
play a listening game. 

Our side room is also used for focused teaching in smaller groups. This is where the children will 
learn French, music, phonics, maths and IT. Whenever we can we take the learning outside.
This could take the form of a number hunt amongst the natural resources. 

The morning session for Butterflies finishes with a story or a song, or perhaps a moment to reflect 
on what we have achieved that morning. Some of our children stay for lunch, which is a packed 
lunch brought in by them. Like the mid-morning snack, this is eaten at tables with members of staff 
present. We impress on the children the social nature of enjoying a meal together. 

The children enjoy some quiet time after lunch. We offer four afternoon sessions a week to our 
Butterfly children. The afternoon is spent on a focussed activity. It might be arts, crafts, science, PE, 
Spanish songs and rhymes or a themed activity. 

During their time in Butterflies our children will learn to think for themselves, ask questions and have 
an enquiring mind. 
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“The space is always 
beautifully laid out, 
the activities and 

‘learning through play’ 
opportunities are 

phenomenal and the 
kindness of the staff is 
unparalleled. We are so 
very lucky that this has 
been the place that our 

children started their 
education”
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LEARNING AT OUR NURSERY

WHY WE TEACH AS WE DO

Like most Nurseries, we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum which sets the 
standards for the learning, development and care of children up to the age of 5 years. What makes 
us different to other nurseries is that we expand this curriculum into exciting, stimulating and 
unexpected dimensions thanks to specialist teaching provided by our highly qualified and skilled 
staff. Our approach to learning is kinaesthetic, which means we use a tactile style of learning. Our 
children learn by doing, by exploring, by touching and feeling, by listening, by moving, by making 
shapes.  

HOW IT WORKS IN PRACTICE

Parents are often astonished to see the children cutting green beans with scissors, playing with 
slimy spaghetti or using tweezers to pick up a pom-pom. We get the children to squeeze oranges 
and then we set up a Juice Bar which everyone enjoys. This may all look a bit odd but these 
activities have learning intentions. They strengthen the children’s fingers to prepare them for writing. 
We carefully choose physical activities which will develop and improve the children’s fine and gross 
motor skills.  

Holding a pencil and using it to form recognisable letters can be very challenging for young children. 
One of the physical activities we use to help them to achieve this is the very popular Dough Gym. 
It is exactly what is says: working out with dough. Playing with dough helps strengthen fine motor 
skills in many ways. All that rolling, squeezing, pinching and patting is great for little hands and 
fingers and the children greatly enjoy all the moves and the music.

SPECIALIST TEACHING

At King’s House Nursery our children benefit from a variety of specialist subjects giving them a 
broad, enriched educational experience from the start of their school journey. All of our specialist 
subjects are taught by our own specialist teachers: PE, French, IT, Music, Drama, Yoga and 
Philosophy. 
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LEARNING AT OUR NURSERY

A 
TYPICAL 

PHONICS LESSON

We are an educational nursery, but you will 
not see the children at King’s House Nursery 

with their heads bent over workbooks for hours on 
end. We take a far more interactive, fun approach to 
learning. Little Pup, our phonics glove puppet, is the 

star of the show when it comes to teaching phonics. The 
children love him. He even has his own signature tune which 

the children sing.  

Little Pup is dressed in a gingham smock, just like the 
children.  He shares with the children his box of objects, 

each starting with the phoneme we are working on. 
(Parents are sometimes surprised that we do not shy 
away from using formal language, such as phoneme 

or grapheme, with the children). Little Pup gives 
clues to help the children identify the items 

in the box that all start with the focus 
phoneme. “it is round, green or 

red and something you 
can eat” 

Little Pup
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“The teaching staff are 
excellent and so good at 
getting the best out of 

my child, they genuinely 
care and the level at which 

they are teaching is so 
impressive”
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PLAYING AT THE NURSERY

“Playing is the work of childhood” 
Jean Piaget, psychologist

IMPORTANCE OF PLAY

Playing is a vital component of our educational offering at King’s House Nursery. Through play  
our children explore and develop the learning experiences that help them make sense of the world.  
They build up their ideas and begin to understand the need for rules. Play allows them to think 
creatively, with others and on their own. 

IMAGINATIVE PLAY

Imaginative play opens their minds to language and literacy, two key skill sets they will need for 
the rest of their lives. Role playing in a make-believe shop or house, or pretending to be a doctor 
or police officer, will inspire story lines and encourage empathy. Children are naturally fascinated 
by superhero and fantasy characters. Dressing up as their heroes is fun but it also helps to identify 
good from bad, encourages bravery and courage and helps children to understand conflict 
resolution.

MESSY PLAY

Messy play helps children explore their senses and develop their descriptive language skills.  
It also stimulates curiosity and exploration. Our children engage in messy play with a wide variety  
of materials including paint, water, sand, chalk, cornflour, jelly and cous cous. This helps them  
to understand their senses by learning how things feel, smell and taste. It also encourages them  
to develop their vocabulary about consistency, form and colour.  

Thankfully our smocks do a great job protecting the children’s clothes during messy play, but  
it is a good idea to dress your child in clothes that are easily laundered. 
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SOCIAL SKILLS

We are a polite, courteous and kind community. Our children respond to this culture 
by treating their friends and the staff with mutual respect. Our children see the 
teachers as role models.

HOW WE TEACH THESE

We talk to the children about friendship and how friends should behave towards each other. We 
encourage the children to talk about their feelings. If something hasn’t been entirely amicable in 
the playground we will say “tell us how you’re feeling. I can see you are cross, please explain why.” If 
there has been a misunderstanding between two friends we ask them “what can you do to make it 
better?”

We encourage the children to ask nicely if they want a turn on a favourite toy. We have a giant sand 
timer in the playground and this is used to ensure that everyone has a go and uses the toy for the 
same length of time.
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FACILITIES

OUR BUILDING

King’s House Nursery is located in The Old School House, a spacious Victorian building located 
in The Alberts, a charming residential area and just around the corner from King’s House School.  
We are very fortunate to have our own building and dedicated premises where we can leave our 
classrooms as they are at the end of the day and not have to pack up so another group can use the 
space.  

On the first floor of The Old School House you will find the Caterpillar group in their own homely, 
cosy and welcoming room. The room is carefully planned and extensively resourced to provide an 
exciting environment where young children can use their imagination to create and discover. 
The Caterpillar group have their own soft play equipment which is a very popular feature.

On the ground floor you will find the Butterfly group with two spacious classrooms, neatly divided 
into inspiring learning spaces. Each area is carefully planned to create an environment where 
children can explore and investigate with confidence. 

OUR RESOURCES

The Nursery benefits from two outdoor playgrounds where children can extend their learning on the 
climbing frames, in the playhouse or wooden train, on trikes or scooters or on any of the balancing 
equipment available. When the weather permits, classroom equipment is rolled outside and learning 
continues in our outdoor space.  

As well as benefitting from King’s House School’s specialist teachers, we also benefit from their 
facilities. Our children visit the Hall in the Junior Department when there is a visiting author or 
theatre group. In addition, children at King’s House Nursery are included in the whole school Sports 
Day at the impressive King’s House Sports Ground.

“King’s House Nursery has 
lived up to and surpassed 
my expectations. Love and 

kindness radiates from 
every person who works 
there. Over the years my 
children have attended 

five different nurseries and 
King’s House Nursery is by 

far the best.”
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THE NEXT STAGE

One of our key roles as Nursery educators is to ensure all our children, boys and girls 
alike, enjoy a smooth transition to their next stage school. 

SCHOOL-READY AND CONFIDENT

From your child’s first day at King’s House Nursery they will be supported on a gentle journey 
preparing them for starting school. 

In Caterpillars our focus on the prime areas of learning embeds the vital skills children need to 
enable them to learn. Learning to respect others and our environment, listen to others, show 
kindness and courtesy whilst being part of a team. We all help to tidy up, we raise our hands when 
we have something to say in circle time and we clear our own cup and plate from the table. We learn 
to line up by the door and move sensibly inside to keep each other safe. 

By the time the children are in Butterflies they have developed these essential life skills which are 
the key skills you require when starting school. In the Butterfly Class the day is broken up with 
specialist teaching and is run very much like a Reception Class. Staying for lunch and the afternoon 
prepares the children for a full school day.

Our staff take pride in the fact that the boys and girls leaving King’s House Nursery are ready to face 
their next stage schools with confidence.

BOYS’ PROVISION

All boys attending the Nursery are guaranteed a place in Reception at King’s House School. 
However, a small number of boys do leave us to join other schools.

There is a close relationship between the Nursery and Reception Class staff at King’s House.  
We know that parents find it reassuring that our boys participate in activities in the main school  
and are taught by the same specialist staff. Familiarity with the main school means that starting  
‘big school’ is an easier process.

GIRLS’ PROVISION

We work hard to ensure a smooth transition for our Nursery girls too. We enjoy good relationships 
with a broad range of next stage schools for our girls and are well-placed to advise you on your 
daughter’s next stage school.  

Once your daughter has been offered a place at the school of your choosing, we contact her  
future school. We liaise with them to ensure that we are teaching the correct letter formation,  
one that matches their Reception class, and to ensure we support any other expectations of  
school readiness that they may have.

We also welcome the girls’ chosen schools to visit their prospective pupils during a normal  
Nursery session and ensure we give a full handover.

On behalf of our boys and girls, we attend the Transition Evening run by the Local Authority  
so we can speak to the Reception Teachers about children moving on to local state and  
independent schools.
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